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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2019-238
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Love
Date of Introduction: April 9, 2019
Committee(s) of Reference: LUZ
Date of Analysis: April 11, 2019
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 656 – Zoning Code - to create a new Part 17 - Short Term Vacation Rentals - to establish a registration program and provide regulations and enforcement concerning Short Term Vacation Rentals (STVRs). It establishes a STVR registration requirement for operators that includes requirements for insurance coverage, inspection by the City’s Fire Prevention Division, and notification of the Property Appraiser’s Office for notation on the property’s property record card. It requires issuance of a Certificate of Use for operation of a STVR and requires STVRs to comply with applicable building, zoning, property safety and fire codes. The bill establishes off-street parking requirements, limits STVR rentals to no more than 2 adults (age 16 and over) per bedroom and limits rentals to no more than 3 bedrooms in a STVR. If the STVR is in a residential zoning district, in a Commercial Residential and Office (CRO) zoning district, in the CRO-Springfield district, in a Residential Office (RO) zoning district or a PUD zoning district with primarily residential uses, the property owner or an agent of the property owner must reside in and occupy the STVR property during the entire rental period. In all commercial and industrial zoning districts (other than those listed above) or in a PUD with primarily commercial or industrial uses, the owner or agent is not required to reside in and occupy the STVR during the term of the rental. Enforcement of STVR regulations shall be done a variety of means including cease and desist orders, abatement and removal of any condition constituting a violation, civil penalties, injunctive relief, recovery of attorney’s fees, and any other relief authorized by law. The bill also amends Ordinance Code Chapter 123 – Public Fees – to establish a STVR registration fee.
Background Information: The City Council’s Special Committee on Short Term Rentals met several times in the second half of 2018, heard presentations about various aspects of STVR regulation from the Office of General Counsel, and took testimony from representatives of the STVR operator industry and both individual proponents and opponents of the industry and representatives of neighborhood groups. The Special Committee did not issue a final report.
Policy Impact Area: Short term vacation rental regulation
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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